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Allan’s cabinetmaking expertise and
craftsmanship are evident in his body
of work. He has worked tirelessly
alongside other House employees to
make the House more secure following
the events of September 11 and the an-
thrax incident of 2001.

His reputation in the shop for light-
hearted humor and quick wit made for
long-lasting friendships and camara-
derie in the shop. He brought a unique
brand of comedy and teamwork to the
cabinet shop, which serves the House
from behind the scenes.

He made a long-term commitment to
excellence and improved services to the
House community. In addition, Allan’s
dedication to his craft and customer
service skills made him an extremely
valuable member of the service team.
Allan has dedicated his life to making
the CAO and the United States House
of Representatives a better place.

After his retirement from the House,
he plans to enjoy country living, fish-
ing, and hunting. He also plans to keep
busy working in his own shop in south-
ern Maryland.

On behalf of the entire House com-
munity, I extend our congratulations
to Allan Bowles for his dedication and
outstanding contributions to the
United States House of Representa-
tives. We wish him many wonderful
years in fulfilling his retirement
dreams.

HONORING ANTHONY THOMPSON ON HIS
RETIREMENT

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, on the occa-
sion of his retirement on March 3, 2016,
I rise to thank Anthony Thompson for
over 34 years of outstanding service to
the United States House of Representa-
tives.

Anthony began his career with the
House, in November 1981, as an appren-
tice cabinetmaker in the House cabinet
shop. Over the next 34 years, he was
promoted to various positions, to in-
clude lead cabinetmaker, or ‘‘third
man’’; assistant foreman; and eventu-
ally became manager of the House cab-
inet shop. His accomplishments are far
too lengthy to list in this tribute; how-
ever, there are two examples of his con-
tributions that are worthy of recogni-
tion.

Anthony designed and constructed
the first offsite House floor furniture
set which may be used, heaven forbid,
in the event that the House Chamber is
unavailable for use. He has been instru-
mental in the design and construction
of all the succeeding sets of furniture
as well.

He was also involved in the design
and construction of the House floor
stenographer’s table that sits to my
right. The table was designed with new
technology in mind, while still match-
ing the original design, look, and feel
of the existing dais.

On a more personal note and equally
worthy of recognition, Anthony has
dedicated his life to making the CAO
and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives a better place. He has
passed along his many years of cabinet-
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making experience to staff and cowork-
ers so that they can continue the ex-
tremely high standards of quality
craftsmanship that have come to be ex-
pected of the House cabinet shop. Upon
his retirement, he plans to use his ex-
traordinary talents continuing to
make beautiful, one-of-a-kind pieces of
furniture for the private sector.

On behalf of the entire House com-
munity, I extend our congratulations
to Anthony for his many years of dedi-
cation and outstanding contributions
to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. I am honored to call him
a friend, and I wish him all the best in
the years to follow.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ANDREW JACKSON
LANGUAGE ACADEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to highlight and pay
tribute to one of Chicago’s most effec-
tive public schools, the Andrew Jack-
son Language Academy.

Andrew Jackson was opened in 1894
to serve children from the crowded ten-
ement community surrounding the
Polk Street station, a port of entry for
immigrants. That very same year, one
of the first public school kindergartens
was established in Chicago. Since 1981,
this school has offered foreign language
instruction to its students.

In 1988, Andrew Jackson Language
Academy moved into a new, up-to-date
facility. The building is equipped with
science and computer labs, a library,
media center, and a large outside area
for play and gardening activities.

Today 550 students from diverse ra-
cial, ethnic, and religious backgrounds
attend the school. Students at Jackson
receive extensive instruction in Chi-
nese, French, Italian, Japanese, and
Spanish. The curriculum not only em-
phasizes the skill of understanding and
using these languages, but also intro-
duces students to the geography, his-
tory, and tradition of other cultures.
As a result, students are more ade-
quately prepared for the international
marketplace and for success in the 21st
century.

The Andrew Jackson Language Acad-
emy is a well-organized, safe, and or-
derly school with an excellent student
code of conduct, and the dress code has
been developed to promote a suitable
learning environment. It has a wealth
of school spirit, which is promoted
through the Merit Club, family reading
night, Project Backpack for the Home-
less, musical performances, student
ambassadors, Big Sisters and Big
Brothers, a Chinese painting workshop,
and the Weigi workshop. French and
Italian shops are ongoing. Japanese
students are learning to work in class,
and Spanish students from Kkinder-
garten through eighth grade are work-
ing hard on building their Spanish
skills.
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The Dads Club at Jackson is very ac-
tive and sponsors a number of family
events such as the annual basketball
fundraiser, family skate night, the
daddy-daughter dance, and a number of
other ways for dads to be involved.

The Andrew Jackson Language Acad-
emy has a very strong and actively en-
gaged local school council. Its chair-
person is Ms. Angela Bryant; principal,
Ms. Marilou Rebolledo; secretary, Ms.
Margaret Kempster; members, Mr.
Kevin Lopez, Ms. Mary Clare Maxwell,
Ms. Tara Roden, Mr. Jeff Sadoff, Mr.
Luis Oviedo, and Mr. Stephen Smith.

The parents council at Jackson Lan-
guage Academy is actively engaged and
involved, led by Heather Alvarez, presi-
dent; vice president, Rubi Alvarez; re-
cording secretary, Emerlie Ilarde; Vir-
gil Nita; and treasurer, Pamela Alfaro.

I commend and congratulate all of
those who work to make and keep the
Andrew Jackson Language Academy
the great Chicago public school that it
is.

Someone—perhaps a philosopher—
once said: It takes great souls to make
great schools. We thank all of those
who have been involved in making the
Andrew Jackson Language Academy
the great school that it is. It takes
great souls to make great schools.

—————

A FALLEN OFFICER REMEMBERED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in remembrance
of fallen St. Joseph, Minnesota, police
officer Brian Klinefelter. It has been 20
years now since Brian was killed in the
line of duty, and this loss is still felt in
our community today.

On a cold night in January, Officer
Klinefelter was nearing the end of his
shift when he heard of an armed rob-
bery over the radio dispatch and de-
cided to help his fellow officers pursue
the robbers. Not long after, Officer
Klinefelter was tragically shot and
killed in his brave attempt to protect
his colleagues and the community he
loved.

The men and women in blue are some
of the finest this Nation has to offer,
and Officer Brian Klinefelter is proof of
that. Every morning they put on their
uniforms, not knowing if they will
safely return to their loved ones at the
end of the day. The sacrifices they
make are done because of their selfless
love of country, community, and neigh-
bors.

The night Brian was killed, he left
behind his wife, Wendy; his newborn
daughter, Katelyn; along with numer-
ous family members and friends.
Wendy and Katelyn, we haven’t forgot-
ten you, and we have not forgotten
Brian—the incredible life he lived and
the brave sacrifice that he made.
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